The Beat Goes 0On

Ever evolving with the latest technologies, the
kitchen remains the heart of the home.

By Darcy Lehner

f anatomical terms were used ro de-
scribe a house, the kitchen would
undoubtedly be the heart.

With kitchen design as a high priority,
many builders partner with professional
firms to offer a complete array of interior
design services to discriminating home
|"~|.|1_f|:r,-.. “The Lkitchen is a Lop priority on
our customer’s list,” states Chris Heberr,
sales and marketing director for C.V. Perry
Builders. “There are so many features they
consider ‘must-haves,™

A partnership with Jae Company Kitch-
ens and Baths gives Perry customers the
option of working with a professional to
personalize their new kitchen. Melissa
Baker, design consultant for the company,
sees a new style evolving that is making
kitchens more utilitarian. “As the center
of the home, owners wane a kitchen 1o
serve many purposes. [t's not only a cook-
i'l'if.! center I'uul ;L]ﬁl1 a ]‘Il:]ﬂ.‘ rq 1 I.:H’I'lil'y' :II'I.I.I
guests to congregate,” explains Baker.

An example of the multiple use mindset
is reflecred in the new-style kitchen island.
The larger multi-tier island is a popular
choice for its versatility. With a raised eat-

ing bar level, seating can be accommo-
dared away from the food prep area. When
SLOoves are |:1.'ur|"-.‘.|':’|ll..'-.] into islands, the
' helps keep children away from
12 them handy
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the hear while still kee

The adven wiltiple cooks in the
kitchen is also affecting design. “We lis-
ten to the customer'’s wish list and ask a
lot of questions,” states Charlene

Henderson, certified kitchen designer and
ger for Specialty
{ there is more than

cabinet pro ]
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one cook in the household, we design

Soft furniture and a quality designed
kitchen blend nicely to accommaodate
larger gatherings.
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wider walkways and larger prep areas to
make dual cooking easier.”

Henderson noted other kitchen design
trends as well. “There is a move roward
incorporating the kitchen into the great
room or adding a hearth space into the
design,” she says. “This helps create a flow
from one room to another.”

Orther subtle changes include interest in
a “Tuscany” look featuring heavy molding,
wall glazing and light, painted colors.
Countertops have taken on new life with
the mixing of a surface such as Dupont
Corian with granire or other natural stone.

Scotrt Shively, principal of Truberry
Group, believes his company’s partnership
with Specialty Building Products is a grear
advantage for their customers. “Specialty
provides an enormous array of choices and
expertise. Since most designs start with the
kitchen, it makes sense to use resources
like this." Shively says kitchens are more
important to the home buyer than ever
before, “The kitchen has become a living
area for many families. We know if the
kitchen makes the buver happy, the rest
of the house will as well."

Does the adage of *bigger is better” ap-
ply when describing today's kitchen! Becky
Webb, treasurer of Bob Webb Builders,
Inie., would agree, but with a slight modi-
fication. "Bigger and better describe our
buyers,” she explains. Webb cites up-
graded cabinetry, top-of-the-line appli-
ances, multiple ovens and decorative
lighting as some of the most commonly re-
quested fearures. She notes thar derail is
key for many buyers. Higher ceilings with
crown molding, soffits and irrepular cabi-
net ilcif_{]ltﬁ all add o a custom look.

“Many of our kitchens incorporare fur-
niture and built-ins,” says Robert A. Webh,
president of Bob Webb Builders. “Many
of our customers have a family compurer
or a small relevision in a kitchen desk area,
but stored in beautiful cabinetry thar has
a lurniture style.”

Grand DesignGroup owner Pam Yost
acknowledges the importance of kirchen
desipn for the home buyer. “The kitchen
is truly the hearthear of the house,” she
says. She agrees that the addition of hearth
rooms is a trend that has added new di-
mensions to kitchen use. “Hearth rooms
contain interesting archirectural features
that add to the overall ambiance,” Yost ex-
plains. “They tend to soften the kirchen
area and serve as a nook to read the paper
or unwind. A fireplace combined with a

An island with seating for two and a dining table that seats six are both part of
the kitchen. rro0 o oy Grand Design Groug

few comfortable chairs creates a cozy ar-
mosphere.”

Yost has a laundry list of new and inter-
esting changes she sees in kitchen design.
At the top is the evolution of appliances.
As part of the demand for gourmer fea-
tures within the kitchen, appliances
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have become versatile workhorses. Built
in refrigerators with cabinet fronts have
become common with separate freezers

| elsewhere in the kitchen. Refrigerator

drawers and warming drawers can be
strategically located next to food prep
areas for the ultimate in convenience.
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Dishwashers have become whisper quiet
and are available in different configura-
tions. Buyers can even take advantage of
astackable dishwasher model, cleverly dis-
puised as a drawer, if so desired.

Finishes are varied with the “distressed”
look currently popular. A liberal mix of
stained and painted cabinerry is also used
frequently along with interesting glaze
painted finishes.

Hardware options on cabinetry are an-
other area where the buyer’s personality
can be reflected. “The wide use of knobs
or pulls adds personality and whimsy to
the room, “ says Yost. “People somerimes
choose a theme like utensils or sports or
even faux animal skins. The added details
make the room fun.”

Grand DesignGroup has been success-
ful ar employing innovative ideas, as re-
flecred by eight gold and three silver
awards it won through the Duffy Homes
| entry at this year’s BIA Parade of Homes.

As kirchen designs continue to evolve,
s0 do ingenious ideas. But even the most
fururistic of desipns will continue to rely
on the heart of the house to make every-
one feel at home. 4

A window wall helps brighten the kitchen enlarged with a gathering area.

hipto couriesy Dully Homes, i

Davey Lehner, a Gahanna resident, is a free-
| lance writer.
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* Made from the strongest quality
material

* Made in our own factory

* Two-week delivery time

* Lifetime warranty

* Won't yellow or crack, moisture safe

* Professional installation

- ™ FACTORY

Free s shop at home Factory Sto Store/Design

Hours: Mon. & Thurs. 9 am-8 pm Center
Tues., Wed., Fri. 9 am-5:20 pm gomery Drive
Sat. 10 am-4 pm [Plaln City Exit off Rt. 33 W)
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